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14th. He refted well, and was feemingly well
beyond expectation. His diarrhea ftill continuing
troublefome, he took the hartthorn deco&ion, with
an addition of diafcordium.

15th. Tcut off the threads of the external wound,
and continued dreflings of digeftive in the common
method.

16th. He grew vifibly better each day after ; and
on Sept. 7th I difcharged him from any further at-
tendance, his wound being intirely healed over, and
he is in all refpects very well, free from pain, or any
inconvenience from the wound. He was kept feven
and twenty days on chicken-broth, and never ad-
mitted to ufe any folids during that time : afterwards
he was indulged with young chickens, &c.

VIL. An Account of a Vifitation of the leprous
Perfons in the Ifle of Guadaloupe: In a
Lester to Monf. Damonville, Counfellor and
Affiftant-Fudge at Martinico, and in the
Office of King’s Phyfician ar Guadaloupe.
By John Andrew Peyflonel, M.D. F.R.S.
Tranflated from the French.

SIR,

Read Feb. 3, J Received the letter, which you ho-
1757-  noured me with, and the order for
vifiting the perfons afflicted with the leprofy. I was
fenfible of the misfortune of being ordered upon that
commiffion:
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commiffion: I fay misfortune; for fuch you will
perhaps think it, when you have read this letter,

It 1s now about 25 or 30 years fince a very parti-
cular difeafe fhewed itfelf in many perfons in this
ifland Grande Terre. Its beginning is imperceptible :
there appear but a few livid-red fpots upon the fkins
of the white people, and of a yellowith red upon
the blacks., Thefe fpots in the beginning are not
accompanied with pain, or any other fymptom ; but
nothing can take them away. The difeafe increafes
infenfibly, and continues feveral years in fhewing it-
felf more and more. Thefe {pots increafe, and ex-
tend indifferently over the fkin of the whole body.
Sometimes they are a little prominent, but flat.
When the difeafe makes a progrefs, the upper part
of the nofe fwells, the noftrils are enlarged, the nofe
becomes foftened ; tuberofities appear upon the
cheek-bones ; the eyebrows are inflated ; the ears
grow thick ; the ends of the fingers, and even the
feet and toes, fwell ; the nails become fcaly; the
joints of the feet and hands feparate and mortify :
ulcers of a deep and of a dry nature are found in the
palms of the hands and foles of the feet, which
grow well, and return again. In fhort, when the
difeafe is in its laft ftage, the patient becomes fright-
ful, and falls to pieces. All thefe fymptoms come
on by very flow degrees, one after another, and fome-
times require many years to thew themfelves: the
patient is fenfible of no fharp pain; but feels 2 kind
of numbnefs in his hands and feet. Thefe people
perform their natural fun@ions all the while, eating
and drinking as ufual : and when even the mortifi-
cation has taken off the fingers and toes, the only ill

confe~
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confequence, that attends, is the lofs of thofe parts,
that drop off by the mortification ; for the wound
heals of itfelf, without any application : but when it
comes to its laft period, the poor fick perfons are hor-

tibly deformed, and truly worthy of compaffion.
This fhocking difeafe is obferved to have feveral
other unhappy charaters ; as, 1ft, that it is heredi-
tary, and that fome families are more apt to be feized
with it than others: 2dly, that it is infectious, being
communicated per coitum, and alfo caught by keeping
company with thofe fo difeafed: 3dly, that it is
incurable, or at leaft that no remedy has yet been
found to cure it. - They have in vain tried mercu-
rials, fudorifics, and every other regimen ufed in
venereal complaints, under a notion, that this leprofy
was the confequence of fome venereal taint: but,
inftead of being of fervice, thefe methods rather
ferved to deftroy the patients ; for, far from leflening
the difeafe, the antivenereal medicines unlocked the
diftemper, the moft dreadful {fymptoms appeared,
and all thofe fo treated perifhed fome years fooner

than the others, who did not take thefe medicines.
A very juft fear of being infected with this cruel
diftemper ; the difficulty of examining infeted per-
fons before the difeafe came to its ftate; the length
of time of its lying concealed, by the care of the
patients to keep it fecret; the uncertainty of the
fymptoms, which diftinguith it in the beginning ;
produced an extrordinary dread in all the inhabitants
of this ifland. They fufpected one another, fince vir-
tue and merit had no fhelter from this cruel {courge.
They called this diftemper the leprofy; and confe-
quently prefented feveral memoirs to the generals and
intendants,
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intendants, laying before them all thefe facts above-
mentioned ; their juft apprehenfions; the public
good ; the trouble, that this diftruft caufed in this
colony ; the complaints and hatred, that thefe ac-
cufations occafioned among them; the laws made
formerly againft fuch leprous perfons, and their ex-
pulfion from civil fociety. They required a general
vifitation of all perfons fufpected of this diftemper,
that fuch, as were found infeGted, might be re-
moved into particular hofpitals, or into fome feparate
places.

Thefe memorials were fent to court, which, giving
due attention to thefe juft reprefentations, iffued or-
ders for the required vifitations in the moft conve-
nient manner, for the good of the public and of the
ftate.

In the mean time, the poft of phyfician-botanift
became vacant in the ifland of Cayenne. The mini-
fter was pleafed to name me for it;; and altho’ this
ifland was much more fertile in philofophical difco-
veries than all the others, he thought proper to
change my deftination, and fent me to this ifle
Guadaloupe ; and did not forget the article of the
leprofy in my inftructions.

When I arrived at Martinico in 1727, Monfiear
Blondel de Juvencourt, then intendant of the Frehch
ifles, communicated to me both the orders of the
court, and all the memoirs, that related to this
affair. A tax was then laid upon the Negroes of the
inhabitants of the Grande Terre, to raife a neceflary
fund for this vifitation, thus made at the expence of
the colony; and Monf. le Mercier Beaufoleil was
chofen treafurer of this fund.

Vou. 5o. G Being



[ 42 ]

Being arrived at Guadaloupe, the Count de Moyen-
court, and Mon{. Mefnier, ordinator and fubdelegate
to this intendance, communicated to me the orders
of the general and intendant. I began then to in-
form myfelf of the neceffary inftructions for acquit-
ing myfelf of this dangerous commiffion, the difa-
greeable confequences of which I eafily forefaw. 1
had fo often heard of thefe leprous fpots, that I
judged it neceflary to know, whether what was faid
was true: for 1 could not comprehend, that a dif-
eafe, which has fo dreadful an end, and the fym-
ptoms then fo terrible, thould continue ten or fifteen
years without any other appearance than thefe fimple
fpots ; which, in themfelves, had nothing very bad.
I demanded an inqueft to be made, in order to fatisfy
myfelf of this fact: feveral furgeons, as pratitioners,
and feveral honeft inhabitants, as obfervers, were ac-
cordingly called together, who all proved the fame
fa& in this inqueft ; which you, Sir, may, and mutft,
have feen in the regifter of the fubdelegation of this
ifland. I am, moft fincerely,

SIR,
Your moft humble and obedient Servant,

Auguft 10, 1748, ' PeyfToneI.

REsULT of the VisiTATION.

Iﬁ,NONE of the patients, whom we vifited, had
any fever ; and they all declared, that they
found no inconvenience nor pain; but, on the con-
trary, eat, drank, and flept well, performing every

7 natural
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natural fun@ion ; which was proved by their plump-
nefs, which appeared even when the difeafe was
moft confirmed.

2. The difeafe began to fhew itfelf in the Ne-~
groes by reddifh fpots, a little raifed, upon the fkin,
being a dry kind of tetter, neither branny nor fcabbed,
and without any running, but of a livid-red, and
very ill-conditioned. 'The Negroes {fometimes bring
thefe fpots with them from their own country. The
{pots are conftantly found upon every perfon troubled
with this difeafe ; and are in greater numbers, in pro-
portion as the difeafe grows more inveterate.

3. Among the whites the difeafe fhews itfelf
at the beginning by fpots of a livid violet colour,
without pain; which are followed by little watery
bladders, particularly upon the legs, which burft,
and leave fmal-ulcers with pale edges, and different
in their natures from the common ulcers.

4. In proportion as the difeafe increafed, the hands
and feet grew larger, without any figns of inflam-
mation ; fince neither rednefs, nor pain, nor any
oedematous appearance accompanied it ; but it was
the very fleth, that increafed in bulk. And this
growth of the hands and feet was not attended with
any fharp pain, but only a kind of numbnefs. :

5. This bloated ftate of the hands and feet was
fucceeded by white deep uleers under the fkin,
which became callous and infenfible; and which
emitted only a clear ferous matter like water, and
were but little painful.  Afterwards the ends of the
fingers became dry, the nails became fealy, and, I
don’t know how, they were eaten away ; the ends
of the fingers dropt off ; then the joints feparated

2 without
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without pain, and the wounds cicatrized of them-
felves, without the leaft need of medicines. In the
increafe of the diftemper hardnefles and lumps were
formed in the fleth, the colour became tarnithed,
the nofe {welled, and the noftrils grew wide : at laft
the nofe foftened like pafte, the voice became hoarfe,
the eyes round and brilliant, the forehead covered
with tetters and lumps, as well as the face; the eye-
brows became very large, the countenance was hor-
rible, the breath feetid, the lips fwelled, large tu-
bercles were formed under the tongue ; the ears grew
thick and red, and hung down ; and, fuch was the
infenfibility of all the parts, that we run pins thro
the hands of feveral, without their feeling any thing
of it. In fhort, we were afflured, that thefe people
perithed by degrees, falling into a mortification ; and
the limbs. dropt off of themfelves, without any con-
fiderable pain, continuing ftill to perform well their
natural funétions.

6. Thefe leprous people lived thus eafy, if I may
be allowed the expreflion, for feveral years, even
fifteen or twenty ; for the difeafe begins infenfibly,
and fhews itfelf but very flowly.

=7. Antivenereal remedies, which were ordered for
almoft every patient we faw, were of no fervice:
if they fometimes palliated fome fymptoms, they
very often haftened the progrefs of the difeafe: be-
fides, we never found the parts of generation at all
infected, nor any thing, that looked like the pox,
about them.

8. Some of thefe people had indeed particular
fymptoms. In fome the hair fell off ; which was
replaced by a finer Kind: in others, worms fvverg

ound:
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found in their ulcers: want of fleep, or frightful
dreams, affli¢ted fome ; while others quite loft their
voice, or it became effeminate like that of eunuchs ;
and others, we found, ftunk extremely.

9. Almoft all of them, being defirous of conceal-
ing their diforders, endeavoured to deceive us, by
alleging falfe excufes for the caufes of their fores
and ulcers : the greater part of them pretended, that
the rats had eaten off their toes, and that burns had
caufed their ulcers. Thefe were the figures, that
every where prefented to us. |

10. We were confirmed in our opinions by expe--
rience, fupported by verbal procefs; that this was the
ftate of the difeafed ; that the diftemper could nei-
ther be the pox, nor the effet of an inveterate one:
that it had no {fymptom of that difeafe; but that it
had every charater of what the ancients called le-
profy, elephantiafis, or fuch other names, as they
were pleafed to give it. So that we do not hefitate
to pronounce, that thofe infected with this difeafe,
as we have defcribed it, ought to be treated as leprous.
perfons, and fubject to the ordinances, which his
majefty was pleafed to iffue againft fuch perfons.

11. Again, we are well aflured, from our ob-
fervations, that the diftemper is contagious, and he-
reditary ; and yet the contagion is not fo active, nor
poifonous, as that of the plague, fmall-pox, nor even
as the ring-worm, itch, fcald, and other cutaneous
diforders : for, if that were the cafe, the American
‘colonies would be utterly deftroyed ; and thefe per-
fons fo infeCted, mixed as they are in every habita-
tion, would have already infefted all the Negroes,
whom. they come near..

11. We
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12. We believe, that this contagion does not take
“place but by long frequenting the company of the
infected, or by carnal knowlege. Befides, we have
obferved, that even fuch long frequenting, or coha-
biting with them, are not always fufficient to com-
municate the difeafe; becaufe we have feen women
cohabit with their hufbands, and hufbands with their
wives, in the diftemper, while one is found, and the
other infected. We fee families communicate and
live with leprous perfons, and yet never be infected ;
and thus, altho’ experienee, and the information of
the fick, prove the contagion, we are of opinion,
that there muft be a particular difpofition in people
to receive the poifon of the leprofy.

13. As to what regards the diftemper’s being here~
ditary, it is affuredly fo. We have feen intire fa-
milies infected ; and almoft every child of a leprous
father or mother fall infenfibly into the leprofy ; and
yet, in feveral other families, we have feen fome
children found, and others tainted; the father has
died of the difeafe, and the children grew old with-
out any infe@ion: fo that, tho’ it is certainly here-
ditary, yet we believe it is of the fame nature with
thofe in families troubled with the confumption,
gravel, and other hereditary diftempers ; which are
tranfmitted from father to fon, without being fo
very regular, as to affe& every one of the family.

14. We could never find out any certain rule of
judging, at what age the difeafe thews itfelf firft in
thofe, who were begotten by infected parents: but
we have, as far as we could, obferved, with regard
to.women or girls, that the fymptoms begin with
the menfes, and continue flightly till they have lain-

in
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in of one or two children: but that then more vifible,
and indeed more cruel, {fymptoms appeared. As to
men, or infants, there is no rule to know it in them.

15. For the explanation of the caufes, fymptoms,
and what we think the moft likely means of cure,
we refer to a particular differtation. Let it fuffice
here to obferve, that we do not imagine, that the
air, water, or manner of living, can produce it ; for we
have found as many fick in the low marfhy places,
as in more airy faline places: and if many Negroes
were infected in the Grand Terre, where they drink
the foul waters of ponds and lakes, we fee an equal
number ill in places, where they have frefh rivers and
running waters ; but they may prove proper caufes
for unlocking, and difpofing perfons to receive, the
difeafe.

16. We believe, and are perfuaded, that the ori-
gin of this difeafe among the Negroes comes from
Guinea: for almoft all the Negroes from that country
told us they came from thence with thefe reddith
fpots, the firft and certain figns of the diftemper
bégun. : '

17. As to the infected Whites and Mulattoes of
this ifland, we were informed, that the difeafe was
not known among the Whites till about 25 or 3o
years ago; when, out of charity, they received a
miferable obje& from the ifland of St. Chriftopher’s,
whofe name was Clement; who, about the year
1694, fled hither. It was the family of the Joflelins,
called the Chaloupers, that prote¢ted him ; which
family, as alf that of the Poulins, we found infected
by communication with this fick man, as old Poulin
declared to us.

It
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It is thought, that others were infected by com-
munication with the Negro women, efpecially in
the beginning, when the difeafe is much concealed,
and at a time when they did not miftruft one an-
other; which is very probable, fince we faw many
Mulatto children, born of female Negroes, infetted
and leprous.

18. However this be, this diftemper has had its
progrefs ; and in this vifitation, which we made, we
examined 256 fufpected perfons; that is, 80 Whites,
4y free Mulattoes, and 120 Negroes: among whom
we found 22 Whites, 6 Mulattoes, and g7 Negroes,
infetted with the leprofy, amounting to 125. There
were fix Whites and five Negroes more, whom we
could not vifit, for reafons fet forth in the verbal
procefs. The remaining perfons, which were 131,
appeared to us very found : not that we can anfwer
for the confequences, efpecially with refpet to the
children, who are the offspring of leprous perfons ;
whether declared {uch by us, or dead before the vifit-
ation, fufpected of infetion.

This is the opinion, declaration, and refult of the
vifitation made by us, the phyficians and furgeon
appointed for that purpofe. = At Bafleterre, the day
above-mentioned.

PEYSSONEL.
LEMoOINE,
MouLoN.

A fecond vifitation was made in October 1748.
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